A case for learning-centered curricula.
Nurses must be able to anticipate and manage the care of patients with complex conditions in a rapidly changing, highly technological health care environment. Yet many of today's nursing programs are failing to provide curricula to meet the changing needs of students who will work in that environment. Typical teacher-centered programs are content heavy and focus on what faculty want to teach, not what students need to learn. Learning-centered education shifts the focus from teaching to student learning. Learning-centered programs identify student learning outcomes that are reflective of current nursing practice, use authentic assessment, and provide learning experiences that move students toward the achievement of outcomes. This article describes the major benefits of a learning-centered curriculum, and a model depicts the dynamic relationship among learning experiences, assessment, and student learning outcomes. We also offer suggestions for nursing faculty who are considering the move from teacher-centered to learning-centered curricula.